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Hi all,

Welcome to our Winter edition of Connected. We are delighted to see many customers 
around the country are still busy heading into what is traditionally a quiet time of year. 
Whilst there are some signs of the market getting quieter on the East Coast there is 
still a healthy pipeline of work for most customers that looks like it will extend through 
to the end of the year.

In March the HIA reported that there is still ‘plenty left in the residential construction 
tank’. It is clear that the peak of new home building commencements has passed 
however at this stage there is a gradual reduction in activity rather than a sharp 
decline. The HIA expects that this will hold up through to the end of this year and to a 
lesser extent into next year.

The Carinya residential window fabricator network continues 
to build around the country with dealers enjoying the 
benefits of building a modern window system. Carinya has 
significant benefits for fabricators engaged in residential 
windows from stand alone houses through townhouses and 
unit developments to low rise apartments. The Carinya range is extremely versatile and 
gives fabricators some great options in their product offer. Some of the key advantages 
of Carinya include:

 • A modern clean design

 • Excellent glass options for both single glazing and double glazing to meet   
  energy efficiency and acoustic requirements

 • A complete AiQ (V6) library that integrates with the full Alspec range

 • Common glazing gaskets and seals with the Alspec commercial range   
  allowing a reduction in stock for fabricators

 • Integration of the Carinya Sliding Door panels into the Altitude Sliding Door   
  framing – the ideal answer for low rise apartments utilising a residential   
  door panel with commercial framing for ease of installation

 • A comprehensive punch tooling package for all systems

 • Stand alone Carinya website that is consumer focused and works on all   
  mobile devices

 • Tested solutions for BAL40 Bushfire requirements

 • Windows that will meet Cyclonic impact requirements and have been fully   
  tested to comply with use in Cyclonic areas

 • Continual product development that is responsive to the needs of our    
  fabricators

 • Full support for fabricators in the changeover period and beyond

The Carinya range is an option that will enhance your business, why not discuss with 
your Area Manager today?

How does a consumer know who to trust in the security screen 
industry? The Alspec product will take you a long way but for an 
independent stamp of approval, nothing beats a membership of 
the National Security Screen Association. The NSSA logo makes 
a bold statement about your business:

 • You’re always up-to-date with the latest developments in the industry

 • You follow NSSA’s Code of Practice 

 • You deliver a high quality product in accordance with the Australian Standards

 • You have access to the training required to keep you on top of your game

NSSA is a nationwide organisation backed by all major players in the security screen 
industry – including Alspec. A membership is only $550 inc. GST a year – less than 
$2 a day – and your benefits far outweigh the cost. We strongly encourage all of our 
customers in the barrier screen industry to join and support your industry. For more 
information on membership and to join visit the NSSA website at www.nssa.org.au

We hope you enjoy that latest updates from Alspec.

Regards,

Barry Lunn 
Sales & Marketing Director 

SALES & MARKETING
UPDATE
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CREATIVE CORNER
ALTERNATIVE USES FOR ALSPEC PRODUCTS

GOAL POSTS
This customer has made 
some Lacrosse goals from our 
aluminium. Very innovative!

FACTORY FLYSCREEN
This HB Fuller factory in Dandenong South 
had a problem of keeping flies out of their 
food packaging area. 

In Summer, their food packaging glue gets 
a bit "tacky" and flies get stuck in it, so they 
found a creative way to solve the problem. 
We think it looks great!

CAR CRASH BARRIER
We all know that Invisi-Gard makes a great security door but 
some of our customers have reported alternative uses for 
this very versatile product.

Earlier this year PRW Window Services supplied Invisi-Gard 
FireSafe Attenuation Screens for a Central Coast project. 

The customer recently reported that a car ran through the 
boundary fence and crashed into the screen. Although the 
screen deflected under the impact, it prevented damage to 
the building and stopped the car from hitting the window 
behind the screen. 

"Bred Tough" takes on a whole new meaning!

CHICKEN COOP 
A customer has reported a very 
left-field application for Invisi-Gard – 
chicken coop gates! 

A punter walked in to a dealer and 
asked if he had old or damaged 
products that he could buy. A few 
weeks later he emailed a photo of 
his new prized chicken coop gate. 
It’s a pity the rest of the run is not up 
to the same standard!
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PROJECT 
FEATURE
COOMERA INDOOR SPORTS CENTRE, QLD

PROJECT SNAPSHOT
FABRICATOR: Queensland Glass

BUILDER: Hansen Yuncken

ARCHITECT: Peddle Thorpe Architects and  
BDA Architecture

ALSPEC PRODUCTS USED:  
ProGlide High Performance Sliding Door 
Hunter Evo 150mm DG Flush Glazed Framing

A new sports centre built to showcase Australian athletes is also showcasing the technical 
superiority of two of Alspec’s unique building products – Hunter Evo 150 Acoustic 
Aluminium Framing and ProGlide High Performance Sliding Doors.

With a 14 metre high glass facade, the recently 

completed Coomera Indoor Sports Centre on 

Queensland’s Gold Coast provided the perfect 

application for Alspec’s architectural grade 

aluminium framing product, Hunter Evo 150 

Acoustic. As well as being highly resistant to the 

elements and corrosion, Hunter Evo 150 is the 

material of choice when acoustic considerations 

are important, such as in the sports complex 

environment. 

Along with its sound-reducing properties, Hunter 

Evo 150 has the ability to span large working 

spaces, as required for this project. Frequently 

utilised in commercial shopfronts, showrooms 

and high-end residential projects, the Hunter 

Evo 150 was able to span the space thanks to the 

wide range of heavy duty mullions available and 

the exceptional strength of the framing system. 

Mullions are the vertical elements which provide 

structural support in larger window constructions. 

The framing is fabricated from architectural grade 

aluminium, which is not only exceptionally strong, 

but has certified credentials which meet or exceed 

the design specifications needed to cope with the 

extremes of Queensland weather. 

In addition to the window framing, Alspec's 

ProGlide High Performance Sliding Doors were 

utilised in the building's construction. Featuring 

double and triple track options, with the capacity 

for thicker glass and double glazing, the ProGlide 

door tracks have the ability to be easily replaced if 

damaged. An added benefit is the flush gutter sills 

which incorporate stainless steel grates to drain 

away surface water. Being an extremely versatile 

product, the ProGlide Sliding Doors were able to 

be specifically tailored to the requirements of the 

sports facility construction.

Purpose built for the 2018 Commonwealth Games, 

the award-winning Coomera Indoor Sports Centre 

will ultimately be used by a mixture of sporting 

codes including gymnastics, netball, volleyball, 

futsal and basketball. During the Games it will 

be used primarily for gymnastics and the netball 

finals, potentially hosting up to 7500 people daily 

during the event. Built with State and Federal 

funding, the centre is now owned and operated by 

the City of Gold Coast. 

While athletes will be hoping for outstanding 

performances during the Games, by utilising 

Alspec’s high end products, the owners of this 

facility can take comfort in the knowledge they 

have constructed a world-class facility which will 

give its own outstanding performance well into the 

future. 
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STRIVE  
FOR PERSONAL 5
Last Year’s National Safety Award went to Chris Bisset, Operations 
Manager for Adelaide. Chris is a previous nominee for Employee of 
the Year who has taken our ‘No Harm’ program in Adelaide to a whole 
new level. 

Chris has actively engaged the entire Adelaide workforce 
in their pursuit for better safety standards and has spent 
considerable time developing and adopting their branch risk 
register to ensure ongoing effort is invested in those areas 
representing the highest safety risks to the employees. 

Chris has encouraged and supported the election of a new 
safety committee on site and has also initiated training for 
his supervisors in Return to Work and injury management 

processes to ensure if an injury were to occur that the best care 
can be given in order to return the worker to pre-injury duties 
and a normal life as fast as possible.

Chris values safety as it enables you to enjoy the most 
important things in life. 

For Chris, these are:

Strive for 
Personal 

Five

CAREER

FAMILYKIDS SPORTS

HEALTH & WELLBEINGHOME
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SPOTLIGHT
ON...
ANDREW HARTLEY  
WAREHOUSE SUPERVISOR 
BRISBANE

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN AT ALSPEC AND WHAT DO YOU 
DO IN YOUR CURRENT ROLE?
My current role is Warehouse Supervisor for the day shift in the Brisbane 
Branch. I’ve been working at Alspec for about 9 years.

TELL US SOMETHING ABOUT YOURSELF THAT NO ONE AT 
ALSPEC KNOWS?
I trained to be a chef. My long time role model has been Jamie Oliver and 
Nigella Wilson. They are true heroes in the kitchen and masters of their 
trade. I am also a huge Manchester City fan. I get up at all hours to watch 
them play.

WHAT IS THE NUMBER ONE CHALLENGE YOU FACE IN YOUR 
ROLE AND HOW DO YOU MANAGE THAT?
Maintaining a strong relationship with my teams at the same time as 
achieving our goals is critical to me. We have a good bunch of people and 
I manage them by treating them fairly and working together as a team to 
achieve customer outcomes.

MOST EXOTIC PLACE EVER VISITED? 
I loved visiting Barcelona and Turkey however the most exotic or different 
place would have to be Grimsby. When living in the UK I also frequented 
Magaluf in Spain. I moved to Australia which was a big deal also.

EVER HAD A BRUSH WITH FAME?
I once played darts against Sir Anthony Hopkins in the Badgers Elbow 
Pub in Nottingham. He was a top lad and what’s better is I beat him.

IF YOU COULD DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN, WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
I would love to spend more time with my wife and children. They are what 
gets me out of bed each day. I would like to holiday more as well. 

FAVOURITE PAST TIME? HOBBY? 
Being British it has to be snooker and darts. I also enjoy watching 
Manchester City play. I am a big football fan.

HOW DO YOU OBTAIN A WORK/LIFE BALANCE?
I try to switch myself off and be with my family as much as possible. 
When I am at work I give it 110% but work on trying to turn off as soon as 
I walk in the door at home.

CHOOSE YOUR MR MEN/LITTLE MISS TO DESCRIBE YOUR 
PERSONALITY.
It would have to be Mr Organised.
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CUSTOMER  
FEATURE

GARBUTT, QLD

WHY IS AESTHETIC GLASS SO SUCCESSFUL?
Since Aesthetic Glass' inception in 2008, quality products, attention to 
detail and superior service was our mantra. Our loyal client base grew from 
strength to strength due to time afforded to site specific consultation and 
drawn installation details with the overall aesthetic and practicality for the 
end user being paramount.

WHAT IS YOUR AREA (PROJECT AREA) OF EXPERTISE?
Our market focus has always been driven more towards the high-end 
residential and smaller commercial market. This includes windows, doors 
and a vast array of glass and aluminium products from balustrades and pool 
fencing to privacy panels, patio enclosures, shower screens etc.

This market has generally seen us bucking the trend in the volatile market 
we've been experiencing in recent years. The ability to solve design or 
construction issues quickly and affordably whilst adhering to the relevant 
Australian Standards is a quality we pride ourselves on.

WHY DO YOU USE ALSPEC?
Since Alspec came to our region their focus on service and stock on hand 
had seen us turn the bulk of our business towards them for our general 
associated glazing products like screening, robe materials etc. On closer 
inspection of the entire Carinya window and door range, we decided to 
become a licensee of the product having been impressed with quite a few 
design features. This has helped us to improve our manufacturing times, 
lower our stock on floor and reduce our freight charges.

The inclusion of better software and good back-up has seen us spreading 
our purchases with Alspec into commercial and high-end products such as 
the ProTilt Casement Window and ProGlide Door.

HOW DO YOU RELAX ON WEEKENDS?
The fantastic weather in North Queensland affords us a great deal of outdoor 
leisure time so I relish in the ability to be able to wakeboard and tube with 
my young family on the Ross River here in Townsville, sometimes as often as 
twice a month or more. Regular trips across to Magnetic Island in the boat 
are also a highlight with the kids, wetting a line from time to time can be 
quite relaxing... when you get a break from rebaiting and setting up fishing 
lines. 

As a keen motorsport enthusiast my son and I were very involved in Flat 
Track Motorcycle Racing for many years before turning to Kart racing since 
2011. The adrenalin and comradery shared between my son and myself have 
built memories of a lifetime. We love being involved in the Townsville Kart 
Club and I still remain on the committee as secretary and state delegate of 
the club but we have decided to stop racing and focus on motorcycle trail 
riding and more pastimes too, involving the girls. 

AESTHETIC GLASS
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COLD AND FLU
MEDICATIONS 
IN THE WORKPLACE
SOURCE: DRUG AND ALCOHOL SOLUTIONS AUSTRALIA

Every year the onset of colds and flu can adversely impact workplaces. 

The most effective way of avoiding the severe effects of the flu is 
by yearly vaccinations. For colds, the recommended treatment 
is rest and fluids, however many workers will attempt to 
"soldier on" and try to alleviate the symptoms with a range of 
medications. These may include:

Codeine: Contained in cold and flu medications to treat 
headaches and pain, although it is not as effective as 
paracetamol or ibuprofen1. At certain doses codeine may be 
impairing and can produce a positive result for opiates in an 
onsite drug screening test.

Pseudoephedrine: Included as a decongestant, and can 
cause side effects such as nausea, dizziness and insomnia2 
which could adversely affect safe work performance. Although 
it can currently be obtained without prescription, medications 
containing pseudoephedrine do require the presentation of 
photo ID as it is a precursor in the manufacture of illegal 
amphetamines. As such, it may produce a positive result for 
amphetamines in a workplace drug screening test. 

Phenylephrine: Also a decongestant and while it may not 
be quite as effective as pseudoephedrine, it does not have the 
significant side effects and can be purchased off the shelf under 
the label, "PE". Phenylephrine will not produce a positive result 
in a workplace drug screening test. 

Pholcodine: Included as a cough suppressant in both liquid 
and tablet form medications, its effectiveness is unclear3 and 
it can cause dizziness and nausea as well as potentially fatal 
reactions to anaesthetics4. Pholcoldine can also produce a 
positive result in a workplace drug screening test. There are 
alternatives such as dextromethorphan that will not produce 
a positive result however their effectiveness as a cough 
suppressant is equally unclear. 

Some of the above medications have potential side effects that 
can impair a worker’s performance and can also produce a 
positive result in a workplace drug test. There are, however, 
alternatives that may be equally effective and without adverse 
consequences to safe work performance.

Workers should always consult their health professional as 
to the most appropriate treatment for their symptoms, with 
consideration also to any potential implications for the work 
activities they perform. 

1 DASA Fact sheet Painkillers and the workplace

2 http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/druginfo/meds/a682619.html 

3 Smith SM, Schroeder K, Fahey T: Over-the-counter (OTC) medications  
 for acute cough in children and adults in ambulatory settings. Cochrane  
 Database Syst Rev 2008, (1):CD001831

4 www.abc.net.au/news/2015-01-29/anaesthetists-call-for-cough- 
 medicine-restrictions/605530
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BRAD WICKETT AND HIS TEAM AT THE NEW 
PRW PREMISES IN SMEATON GRANGE

PRW WINDOW 
SERVICES
RELOCATES TO SMEATON GRANGE

RECENT 
PROJECT
BY SUMMIT ALUMINIUM 
& GLASS

PRW Window Services, a long term security 
customer of Alspec, have recently moved their 
business from Minto to Smeaton Grange. 
PRW were one of Alspec’s pioneers with Invisi-Gard and 
they are now one of the biggest Invisi-Gard fabricators in 
Australia.

Brad Wickett, PRW’s General Manager said, “We’ve been 
operating out of the Minto site successfully for many years 
but eventually, we grew out of the site and had to relocate 
to larger premises. The new site has allowed us to lay out a 
safer and more efficient production flow and the large front 
apron means that we can load out and receive product at the 
same time.”

Brad also commented that the new location has great access to Camden Valley Way and Narellan Road, two of the key arterial roads 
servicing the growth corridors of South West Sydney.

Alspec congratulates Brad, Brian and all the team at PRW on the move and look forward to continuing and 
building our relationship with them.

PROJECT SNAPSHOT
BUILDER: Hacer

ARCHITECT: Elenberg Fraser

LOCATION: Cnr Toorak Road & Ralston 
Street, South Yarra, Victoria

ALSPEC PRODUCTS USED:  
ecoFRAMEplus 150mm, ASW4 Awning, 
Exclusive Box Profile, ProGlide Sliding Door
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ALSPEC
NEW RELEASE EXTRUSIONS

SUB HEADS & SUB SILLS

AS627S
150mm HD Sub Sill

AS677
150mm 2 Part Heavy Duty Sub 
Head

AS679
Heavy Duty Sub Head Fascia

ecoWALL 225

ECO132
HD Subhead (2 piece)

ECO133
HD Subhead Bead

endurAL

HR520 
55mm 2-Way Med Duty Core Drill 
Post 6106 T6

HR521
55mm Half Post

HR526 
55mm 1-Way Med Duty Core Drill 
Post 6106 T6

SWAN EVO

SE224
Beveled Hinge Stile

SE324
Wide Beveled Hinge Stile

SE35
Alternative Lock Stile

SE33
Alternative Wide Lock Stile

VIEW MAX

VM75
Sash Screen Receiver Adaptor 
(McArthur Evo)

VM76
Sash Receiver Adaptor (McArthur 
Evo)

VM77
DH SG Jamb Adaptor (McArthur 
Evo)

VM78
101.6mm SG Transom (McArthur 
Evo)

PROGLIDE

AD753
ProGlide/Hunter Evo Transom 
(Wide Pocket)

HUNTER EVO

HE393
5 Degree Mullion Splice
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Coomera Indoor 
Sports Centre, Qld
See article on page 4.
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